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Certified quality
3 lux to 25 lux, 100 lumen/watt) and lamps 
12/24/220 VDC are among the key products of  Istar 
Solar.

The very good value for money and the versatili-
ty to offer complete systems and solutions to cus-
tomers are important factors for the commercial suc-
cess of Istar Solar. But above all customers appreci-
ate the high quality of Istar Solar’s products: all of 
them are certified according to IEC 61215 and IEC 
61646 (2nd edition), IEC 61730-1-2 and TÜV class II. 
In July 2011 the company obtained the certifications 
“Factory Inspection” and “Made in Europe” which 
grants a 10 % higher incentive to their customers.

This further improves the high reliability, effi-
ciency and long lasting of the modules and systems 
supplied by the company. All of Istar Solar’s modules 
are covered by a warranty of 10 years on production 
defects and a warranty on the reduction of power of 
10 % in 12 years and of 20 % in 25 years. 

Thanks to the continuing demand for its PV mod-
ules and its expansion over the years, Istar Solar pro-
duced 8 MWp of modules during 2009. In 2010 the 
capacity reached 25 MWp. In the short term Istar 
 Solar plans to enhance its production to 50 MWp and 
invest further in CIGS and LED technologies.

>Istar Solar is a private Italian company operat-
ing in the field of photovoltaics since 1993. Its 
headquarters and factory are based in Tito 

Scalo near the city of Potenza (Basilicata).
Istar Solar is growing rapidly and has enhanced 

its production and services step by step in recent 
years, serving more than 85 nations around the 
world with more than 500 distributors and custom-
ers. The new production of PV modules from 10 Wp 
up to 308 Wp, highly distinguishes Istar Solar among 
the companies which produce a wide range of prod-
ucts to cover all the market needs, both for stand 
alone systems and grid connected systems. 

Istar Solar also produces innovative modules 
qualified to achieve 
the incentive tariff  
of 0.427 €/kWh and 
thin film CIGS mod-
ules. In addition, the 
production of LED 
lamps with high 
brightness and low 
consumption like 
Atik, Capella, Shedir 
and Miram (from 
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veyed installer companies in Italy in view of 
the system costs across the different market 
segments. According to the results of the 
study, a rooftop system with a capacity of be-
tween 3 and 10 kW costs an average of 
€ 3,293/kW (lowest price € 3,000, highest 
price € 4,200). In the power class between 
30 and 50 kW, the average costs for a rooftop 
system range at € 2,972/kW (lowest price 
€ 2,500, highest price € 3,850). PV rooftop 
systems with a capacity around 300 kW cost 
an average of € 2,641/kW (lowest price € 
2,100, highest price € 3,600). Finally, the av-
erage price for an open space system with a 
capacity around 1,000 kW ranges at € 2,494/
kW (lowest price € 2,000; highest price 
€ 3,200). Of course, the falling system costs 
are also leading to lower production costs for 
solar electricity, says Henning Wicht, Senior 
Analyst for the market researcher IHS iSuppli. 
In the last year, the production costs for elec-
tricity from a large-scale solar system located 
in the south of Italy such as in Apulia with an 
estimated solar radiation of 1,300 kWh/kW 
and estimated system costs of € 2,700 had 
ranged at 18 €-cents. “Meanwhile, the costs 
have dropped down to 14 €-cents based on 

estimated system costs of € 2,000”, says 
Wicht. However, this calculation is based on 
the assumption that the system runs without 
major problems and feeds into the public 
grid without interruptions, which is not al-
ways the case. Christoph Kost of the 
Fraunhofer Institute for Solar Energy Systems 
believes that “in the southern parts of Italy 
where the solar radiation reaches 2,000 kWh/
m²/year, the production costs for solar elec-
tricity even from small-scale PV systems with 
between € 2,750 and € 3,050/kW can be 
€ 0.184 to € 0.204/kWh.”

Rising electricity prices

In the opinion of many market analysts an-
other reason why Italy could be faster on the 
road to achieving grid parity is the fact that 
energy has to be imported from other coun-
tries. “In view of the rising electricity prices 
around the world, Italy’s high import de-
pendency has become a structural problem 
for the domestic economy”, says Siegfried 
Breuer of Germany Trade & Invest. “After the 
planned return to nuclear power was reject-
ed by referendum in June 2011, Italy is not 

left with too many options to reduce its de-
pendencies in the medium term. The priori-
ties of the Italian government are now on the 
utilization of renewable energies, the expan-
sion of transnational transmission lines and 
on increasing the storage capacities for nat-
ural gas.” Italy has only very limited primary 
energy resources and has to import 85 % of 
its energy to meet the demand. The country 
will be able to reduce this quota by a maxi-
mum of 81 % by the year 2030 – especially 
after its decision to phase out of nuclear 
power. Breuer expects that Italy’s electricity 
consumption will increase from 327 TWh up 
to 421 TWh by the year 2020. And the elec-
tricity price keeps rising, he says. “Insuffi-
cient liberalisation and a high import de-
pendency are leading to heavy price fluctua-
tions on the Italian electricity exchange. Ac-
cording to information by Nomisma Energia, 
the public electricity prices had drastically 
exceeded the previous average of € 73 MWh 
during the first hot summer days of July 
2011. Many experts believe that the public-
ly traded electricity price will increase by 
about 40 % up to more than € 100/MWh by 
the year 2030. This means that residential 




