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ufacturing sector on the Italian market arrived at 
about € 850 million in the previous year.

As module prices continue to plummet, a feeling 
of uneasiness is spreading in Italy’s manufacturing 
sector. “We are seeing abnormal prices on the Ital-
ian market. Competitors from Asia are outrunning 
each other with dumping prices below two euros per 
watt”, says Luciano Brandoni, CEO of Italian module 
manufacturer Brandoni Solare. His company cur-
rently looks at a production capacity of 20 MW – if 
about 10 MW were in fact produced, says Brandoni, 
this would mean something. In the rush for larger 
projects, the Italian industry has been long eclipsed 
by its competitors: “I would guess that something 
between 70 and 80 % of the solar modules that are 
currently used in larger solar parks are imported 
from Asia”, says Brandoni.

Trying to secure their sales fi gures, some of the 
manufacturers in Italy are turning towards distribu-
tion and project developing. New subsidiaries are 
established or other companies that are active in 
the module distribution and project business bought 
up. “In the module sales segment, the competition 
from China is exerting enormous pressure”, says 
Domenico Sartore, CEO of Solon, Italy’s principle 
module manufacturer. Depending on the strategy 
pursued, Italy’s manufacturers collaborate with a 
national network of permanent sales staff or employ 
agents on a commission basis. In the latter case, the 

individual sales members work on a regional level 
covering only one or a limited number of municipal-
ities where their fi nd their main customers.

International players show a 
strong infl uence

Foreign companies are pursuing their business in It-
aly with great emphasis. After the massive cuts in 
the large-scale sector in Spain, Italy has turned into 
an important sales market. Today, the silicon and 
wafer industry sector is almost completely dominat-
ed by foreign manufacturers. According to Energy & 
Strategy Group, a number of 50 companies active in 
the Italian sector had generated a turnover of about 
€ 650 million in 2008. Many module manufacturers 
agree that the Italian market is subject to a fi erce 
competition. “We are seeing a constant up and down 
on the market“, says Massimo Lucotti, Sales Offi cer 
at module manufacturer Kyocera, Italy. Schott Solar 
is another player with activities on the Italian mar-
ket: “We follow a three-stage distribution strategy in 
Italy. Our target groups are the end customer, farm-
ers but also investors with an interest in large-scale 
projects”, explains Dorothea Varlam, Director Global 
Marketing, the sales strategy of Schott Solar AG.

However, the realization of large-scale PV sys-
tems requires close collaboration with domestic 
companies, foreign project developers agree. “We 
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Striving for 
perfection

when quality commitment was still not an issue for 
many of the company’s competitors.

Modules by AXITEC are premium products dis-
tributed exclusively by professional agents. The de-
mand for quality “Made in Germany” is unbroken: 
despite the economic crisis, new solar systems with 
AXITEC modules are being installed across Italy, 
Spain, Portugal, France, Switzerland – and, of 
course, also in Germany. The trust in the products 
represents a challenge for the employees and the 
management to ambitiously pursue our company’s 
target: AXITEC strives for modules with a perfect bal-
ance of price, quality and level of effi ciency. Nobody 
trusting in photovoltaics as an energy form of the fu-
ture should be satisfi ed with less.

AXITEC Premium Quality – even under extreme conditions: Berghütte Oberer 
Holzwang, Switzerland. Photo: Axitec

>Photovoltaics as an environmental-friendly 
energy source of the future: AXITEC GmbH has 
been pursuing this goal since its establish-

ment in the year 2001. Experience, know-how and 
customer satisfaction are the most valuable asset 
for the company’s sustained success.

Photovoltaic modules made by AXITEC stand for 
excellent quality standards and are produced exclu-
sively in Germany. Continuous recertifi cation of the 
modules to conform to the German TÜV standard, the 
regular DIN ISO 9001 certifi cation of the management 
system, a superior manufacturer guarantee and per-
formance tolerances in the positive range secure the 
success of AXITEC in the markets across Europe.

The production follows high quality standards 
with all module components being carefully select-
ed and inspected. Since 2004, AXITEC has in conse-
quence been able to offer a manufacturer guarantee 
of 10 years on its solar modules. In the last two 
years, AXITEC has supplied modules exclusively with 
performance tolerances in the positive range. All 
these special services were introduced at a time 
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